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Terri Wood, OSB #883325
Law Office of Terri Wood, P.C.
730 Van Buren Street
Eugene, Oregon 97402
541-484-4171
Fax: 541-485-5923
Email: contact@terriwoodlawoffice.com
Attorney for Jon Ritzheimer

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Case No. 3:16-CR-00051-02-BR

Plaintiff,
-VS-

DEFENDANT’S SUPPLEMENTAL MOTION
AND MEMORANDUM FOR PRETRIAL
RELEASE

JON RITZHEIMER,
Defendant

Jon Ritzheimer, through counsel Terri Wood, moves the Court to order his
pretrial release on conditions as may be recommended by U.S. Pretrial Services.
Mr. Ritzheimer has met with a Pretrial Services officer for the District of Oregon,
and promised in person to abide by all conditions set by the Court, and all
instructions from Pretrial Services.
MEMORANDUM FOR PRETRIAL RELEASE
This Court well knows the law governing pretrial release determinations,
so we start with the facts.
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1.
Mr. Ritzheim er’s character and background establishes he
would not be a flight risk nor danger to the com m unity if
conditionally released.
Mr. Ritzheimer has spent most of his adult life serving his country in the
U.S. Marine Corps and its Reserves. He enlisted in 2003, honorably discharged
2010, then re-enlisted the next day in the USMC Reserves, and honorably
discharged in 2014. During those 11 years he rose through the ranks to Staff
Sergeant. He served two tours of duty in Iraq (2004-2005, driver in 60 convoy
missions; 2007-2008, 160 re-supply convoys, 4 months continuous combat
operations). He distinguished himself in service to his country. He received
commendations from our government attesting to his “loyal dedication to duty,”
and “honest and faithful service in keeping with the highest traditions of the
Marine Corps.”1
Neill Thornton, a veteran who served with Ritzheimer in the Marine Corps’
4th Tank Battalion, and remains employed by the U.S. Navy, states: “Jon and I
served on the same four-person truck crew during a combat deployment to Iraq
in 2008. This was an eight-month deployment that required us to live in close
quarters in austere conditions, essentially living out of the vehicle for months on
end as we patrolled the deserts . . . . It was during these harsh conditions that I
was able to see Jon’s true personality shine. I would describe him as an
extremely dependable person who will always follow through on his word.”2
Joel Cox, a former Sergeant who served in this same battalion, deployed
with Ritzheimer in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He sates: “Jon is a good
1

Mr. Ritzheimer received two Distinguished Service Awards, two Certificates of
Commendation, an Achievement Medal, and a Meritorious Mast. He also received
awards for community service with Toys for Tots.
2 See Letter and Witness Interview, Exhibit 101-A (redacted). Personal identifier
information in all defense exhibits has been redacted, but unredacted copies of
these same materials are furnished to the Government and Pretrial Services.
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man and more importantly a good Marine, never afraid to speak his mind. . . .
Jon is not a criminal, nor is he a domestic terrorist or any other threat to lawabiding American citizens. . . . Jon was brave enough to stand up for what he
believes in, to show his support by standing with others with whom he and many
others are in agreement even though theirs may be the unpopular or ‘politically
incorrect’ stance.”
The Marine Corps’ core values have forged Mr. Ritzheimer’s character.
“Becoming a Marine is a transformation that cannot be undone . . . . Once made,
a Marine will forever live by the ethics and values of the Corps.”3 Those values
are Honor, Courage and Commitment. Honor is “a code of personal integrity”
that holds Marines “to the highest standards, ethically and morally.” Courage
“takes the form of mental, physical and ethical strength” that is “found in the
backbone of every Marine.” Commitment “is the spirit of determination” that
“proves one’s desire, dedication and faithfulness.”4
Mr. Ritzheimer has given his word to Pretrial Services that he will abide by
all conditions of release imposed by the Court, and all instructions from his
Pretrial Services officer. His distinguished military history, alone, should suffice
to show he is neither a flight risk nor a danger to the community. But there are
plenty of more facts supporting his release.
Mr. Ritzheimer left the Malheur National Wildlife Preserve (hereafter “the
Refuge”) on January 24th to return home, two days before the Bundys and other
co-defendants were arrested in Burns. He self-surrendered to local law
enforcement in his Arizona hometown on January 26th, upon learning of this
District’s arrest warrant issued that same date. U.S. Pretrial Services in Arizona
recommended his release, but he was ordered detained. At that time, some
3
4

www.marines.com/history-heritage/principles-values (last accessed 3-13-2016).
Id., Note 3, supra.
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people involved in the protest remained inside the Refuge, and in a standoff with
law enforcement. Those individuals surrendered peacefully to authorities about a
week later.

Mr. Ritzheimer is married, with two young daughters. He loves and supports
them, as corroborated by many of the letters attached in Exhibit 101. His wife
and children want him home. His wife Rachel states, “[P]lease allow my husband
to face his charges as a free man. My little girls need their daddy and I need my
husband back. . . . I have witnessed him time after time keep appointments with
the FBI, or local Agencies wherever they saw fit for a meeting. Honor and
integrity are the basis of his character and I am positive he will not run.” Exhibit
101-H. They own a home in Arizona, but if ordered to remain on release in
Oregon, Mr. Ritzheimer has family in the Portland area who are willing to house
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him for the duration, along with his wife and children. Specifics of this alternative
and less-favored release plan have been provided to Pretrial Services.
Mr. Ritzheimer has no prior arrests or convictions. Surely this is an unlikely
record for an individual portrayed by the Government as having “long been
associated with armed conflicts with the federal government.”5 According to
long-time friends, neighbors, family members and former Marines—some of
whom have spoken with the defense investigator as well in written letters
attached in Exhibit 101—Mr. Ritzheimer is passionate about his beliefs, but nonviolent. His cousin, who grew up with him, states: “Some of Jon’s beliefs might
be outrageous to certain people. But it’s what he believes in. That shouldn’t be a
crime. Some of the things Jon says might be offensive to certain people. But
he’s just speaking his mind. That shouldn’t be a crime. Jon swore an oath to
protect the constitution. And that should definitely not be a crime.” Exhibit
101-G. In anticipation of release, all of Mr. Ritzheimer’s firearms have been
secured in a gun safe at another residence. See Exhibit 101-D.
Mr. Ritzheimer receives disability benefits for combat-related PostTraumatic Stress Disorder and combat-related back injuries. The added stress
and conditions of pretrial incarceration are likely to aggravate these conditions.6
Neither the jail, nor FDC Sheridan, will provide the same quality of medical care
he will get from the VA if released. Mr. Ritzheimer was not taking VA prescribed
medications for his PTSD prior to or during the protest at the Refuge, but has

5

Amended United States’ Memorandum in Support of Pretrial Detention, p. 16,
Case No. 16-6019MJ, District of Arizona.
6 See, e.g., http://www.npr.org/2015/11/05/454292031/behind-bars-vetswith-ptsd-face-a-new-war-zone-with-little-support (last accessed 3-13-2016)
(“Most treatment for PTSD involves winding down from the combat mind-set,
and learning not to treat the world around you like a war zone. But behind bars,
mental health treatment is rare and VA health care is suspended.”).
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promised Pretrial Services that he will resume and fully participate in VA mental
health services.
2.
Mr. Ritzheim er’s past protest activities have been non-violent
and consistent with his First and Second Am endm ent rights to free
speech, association, assem bly, and to bear arm s.
At his initial detention hearing in Arizona, the Government focused on Mr.
Ritzheimer’s “active presence on social media” denouncing Islam and supporting
the militia movement during 2015.7 Mr. Ritzheimer’s quarrel with Islam is his
view that its ideology promotes acts of terrorism by Muslims against American
citizens, both here and abroad. The Government asserted his social media
conduct shows Mr. Ritzheimer is a danger to society. For a much different
perspective of his protest activities, see his mother’s account, Exhibit 101-I. The
District Court has released co-defendants in this cause where the Government
made similar claims based on protected speech. See Government’s Memorandum
in Support of Pretrial Detention (#23), p.6 (Joseph O’Shaughnessy, video
statements of recruiting others to join the armed protest and working to set up
a security protection force to keep federal agents and corrupt government from
coming through the gates), and p. 12 (Peter Santilli, video statements about
having a bunch of guns he buried when a restraining order was filed against him
to prevent being at the mercy of the system).
Despite engaging in passionate speech, often while carrying a firearm,
neither Mr. Ritzheimer’s statements in the media nor public demonstrations have
resulted in violence. See, e.g., this photo of him shaking hands with the Imam at
the Phoenix mosque days after a protest he organized and held outside the
mosque.
Amended United States’ Memorandum in Support of Pretrial Detention, supra
Note 5, pages 16-19.
7
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The Government also quoted alleged statements by Mr. Ritzheimer to portray his
intent to travel to Michigan to arrest Senator Debbie Stabenow for her support
of the Iranian nuclear arms deal, or die trying. Mr. Ritzheimer did not travel to
Michigan.
3.
The w eight of the evidence against M r. Ritzheim er is w eakened
by false or inaccurate assertions in the Governm ent’s crim inal
com plaint and detention filings.
The December 18th incident at Safeway, Burns, Oregon
Beginning with the criminal complaint in this cause, and oft repeated in
subsequent filings by the Government as the prime example of the Bundy, et al,
case defendants directly threatening BLM-related citizens in Harney County, is a
false statement: That on December 18, 2015, in the Safeway parking lot in
DEFENDANT’S MOTION AND MEMORANDUM FOR PRETRIAL RELEASE
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Burns, Mr. Ritzheimer and another man confronted a woman wearing a BLM shirt,
saying they now knew her vehicle, and would follow it to her home, and would
burn her house down. Mr. Ritzheimer and the other man (identified in the FBI
302 report of this citizen’s complaint as co-defendant Blaine Cooper) were said
to be driving a black pick up with a black canopy. The citizen reported she later
saw a similar truck outside her residence, and again at her place of employment.
The truth is this: Mr. Ritzheimer was in Peoria, AZ on December 18th. His
truck, which he later drove to Oregon, is a silver Ford pickup with no canopy,
was serviced in Peoria on December 18th. See photo of truck, below, and service
receipt,

attached

as

Exhibit102.

On December 19th Mr. Ritzheimer left his home in Peoria, picked up his friend
Blaine Cooper, and headed north, arriving in Meridian, ID, where he had dinner
with a former Marine buddy. The defense has interviewed that individual who is a
DEFENDANT’S MOTION AND MEMORANDUM FOR PRETRIAL RELEASE
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law enforcement officer; that individual agreed to testify if subpoenaed but did
not want to be identified prior to court proceedings due to his employment. Mr.
Ritzheimer and Mr. Cooper passed through Burns on December 20th, enroute to
a protest in Seattle, WA. The map below is based on an analysis of Mr.
Ritzheimer’s bank and credit card records.
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The Government’s argument in Arizona that the FBI had to negotiate Mr.
Ritzheimer’s surrender.
In its Amended Memorandum in Support of Detention, supra, n. 5, the
Government asserted that after the arrest of his co-defendants and the
homicide of Robert Finicum, “Ritzheimer was contacted by the FBI and requested
that he self-surrender. After a couple of hours and numerous telephone calls,
the FBI successfully negotiated with Ritzheimer to turn himself in at the Peoria
Police Department.” Id., p. 3
The truth is that Mr. Ritzheimer—who did not know the Bundys or most
of his co-defendants before meeting them in Burns—left the Refuge of his own
accord to return to his family in Arizona. He left on January 24th, and got home
on the 25th. Cell phone records obtained by the defense corroborate Mr.
Ritzheimer’s and his wife’s recollections that there were four calls between 7:27
p.m. and 9:23 p.m., from or to Det. Michael Griffin with the Peoria Police
Department, and never with the FBI. Mr. Ritzheimer requested and Det. Griffin
agreed to give him an hour with his family before surrendering at the police
department. Before the hour was up, Mr. Ritzheimer called Det. Griffin to request
a small amount of additional time because his family was going to drive him to
the station rather than a neighbor, and they needed to get the girls out of bed
and dressed. The final call at 9:23 p.m. was to advise the family was enroute.
Mr. Ritzheimer’s recollection is further corroborated by a post-arrest email from
Det. Griffin in response to an email from Mr. Ritzheimer’s wife, stating in part, “I
very much appreciate Jon working with me the other night by turning himself in
at the police station.”
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The Government’s selective quotations of statements allegedly made by
Mr. Ritzheimer regarding Senator Stabenow.
On page 17 of its Arizona detention memorandum, the Government
quotes portions of an open message purportedly written by Mr. Ritzheimer on
9/21/15 and posted to Facebook. But Mr. Ritzheimer’s Facebook page has no such
message. The quoted message was on Blaine Cooper’s Facebook page. You can’t believe
everything you read on the Internet, but part of that posting attributed to Mr.
Ritzheimer but omitted from the Government’s memorandum states: “We do not seek

violence but we will be armed and ready to defend and uphold our oath to the
constitution. There is no reason these people [referring to Stabenow and other
politicians] can't be held accountable and have their day in court. I have notified
law enforcement about these intentions. We will be cooperating with them and
try to keep this as smooth as possible so we don't have another ‘Shot Heard
Round The World’ situation. If these people are innocent then it should be
proven in court.”
The protest attributed to Ritzheimer was actually to be a nationwide
protest on October 11, 2015 against Islam, and Mr. Ritzheimer was quoted by
the Southern Poverty Law Center, “saying he was not the ‘mastermind’ – ‘No, I
cannot take credit for such a wonderful rally.’” Southern Poverty Law Center,
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2015/10/09/militiamen-plan-bring-gunsmosques-around-nation-global-protest-islam

,

accessed

3/13/2016.

Mr.

Ritzheimer attended the October 11th protest in Phoenix, as quoted in the online
magazine American Muslim Perspective: “We’re just exercising our firstamendment [free speech] rights. We’re all about peace and love,” said the
organizer of the rally, former US marine Jon Ritzheimer…” American Muslim

Perspective, http://www.amperspective.com/anti-islam-anti-muslim-rallies-fizzlenationwide/ , accessed 3/13/2016.
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Ritzheimer

is

far

from

In its criminal complaint, the authoring agent devotes two paragraphs to
Mr. Ritzheimer, numbered 28-29, pages 13-14. The complaint selectively quotes
parts of statements Mr. Ritzheimer made in the media on various days calling for
patriots to join the protest and stating his willingness to die for the cause. It
also contains a couple of photographs showing Mr. Ritzheimer armed with a rifle
outside the front entrance to the Refuge. The complaint itself notes Mr.
Ritzheimer’s concern that they maintain a defensive posture based on
(inaccurate) news that armed federal agents were headed that way. Mr.
Ritzheimer feared a repeat of Waco would unfold.
The facts that Mr. Ritzheimer participated in the Bundy’s protest, made
public and often passionate statements in support of the protest, and carried a
firearm outside the Refuge are not in dispute. Whether this constitutes illegal
activity is a different matter. The charged crimes require proof beyond a
reasonable doubt of criminal intent. There are challenges as to whether the
statutes would be constitutional as applied to his conduct. The 18 USC 924(c)
count is predicated on conspiracy to impede or injure and officer, which may not
be a “crime of violence” under the case law evolving from Johnson v. United

States, 135 S.Ct. 2551 (2015).
4.

Mr. Ritzheim er is not a flight risk, not
com m unity, and should be granted release.

a

danger

to

the

Assuming at this stage that the superseding indictment charges a “crime
of violence” to activate the rebuttable presumption of 18 USC §3142(e)(3)(B),
it shifts a burden of production regarding release to the defendant; the burden
of persuasion remains with the Government. See, United States v. Hir, 517 F3d
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1081, 1086 (9th Cir. 2008). The quantum of evidence required to rebut this
presumption is slight. A defendant need only produce some credible evidence
forming a basis for his contention that he will appear and not pose a threat to
the community. See, e.g., United States v. Thomas, 667 F.Supp 727, 728 (D.
Or. 1987).
Mr. Ritzheimer has submitted ample proof that he is not a danger to the
community: His Marine code of honor and service record; his clean criminal
history; the absence of acts of violence at any of his earlier protests; the
absence of any credible allegation that he directly threatened any citizen during
the Bundys’ protest, much less any law enforcement officer; and his voluntary
surrender in Arizona. There is no plausible argument that he is a flight risk, given
his desire for his day in court, his family support, and stable lifestyle.

DATED this 13th day of March, 2016.
/s/ Terri Wood
TERRI WOOD OSB 883325
Attorney for Ritzheimer
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Katie Howard, Private Investigator
P.O. Box 23551 Eugene, OR 97402 Phone: 541-913-3090 khowardpi@hotmail.com

March 12, 2016
To: Terri Wood, Attorney at Law
RE: US v. Jon Ritzheimer
Witness Interview
Neill Thornton

On March 12th, 2016, I received a call from Thornton, who is a friend of Ritzheimer. I explained
to him who I was, what I was working on, and he was agreeable to speak with me. The following is in
essence what he had to say.
Thornton said he first met Ritzheimer while they were in the service together around 2005 or
2006. He said they spent many years together as part of the same unit, and were in Iraq together for about
7 months during one of their deployments where they worked on the same truck crew. Around 2013 or
2014 Thornton went to the inactive reserves, and he is now the Chief Information Officer for the
, with the Navy. While he and Ritzheimer don’t see each other frequently, they do touch base at
least once a month through social media, text messaging, or phone calls.
Thornton said that he knows Ritzheimer to be an honorable man of character that is reliable and is
passionate about the things he does. While in service together Ritzheimer didn’t yet have his kids, but he
spoke frequently of his wife, Rachel. Thornton said that he doesn’t think Ritzheimer is one to become
violent, and while he could be a hot-head at times, he is prone to being even-minded during confrontation.
He added that Ritzheimer is an honest person that follows through with commitments, will be places
when he’s required to be there, and is someone that will “face the music” if needed.
End of Report
KH
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The Presiding Magistrate

To Whom It May Concern,
I served with Jon Ritzheimer for a number of years at Alpha Company, 4^^
Tank Battalion in the United States Marine Corps Reserves. We were
deployed together in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom from 20072008. In all the time I knew Jon before, during, and after this deployment
he has always been a true citizen and loyal patriot. Jon Is a good man
and more importantly a good Marine, never afraid to speak his mind. I
strongly and firmly believe that whatever actions Jon has taken were done
with the Intention of preserving our personal freedoms and liberties for
which he served in the Marines, and as a continuation of his oath of

enlistment which he swore upon entering the Marine Corps - to uphold
and defend the Constitution of the United States from all enemies both

foreign and domestic. Jon is not a criminal, nor Is he a domestic terrorist
or any other threat to law-abiding American citizens. Jon is a patriot,
unabashedly speaking out against both encroachments being made on

our liberties and freedoms by foreign powers such as radical Islamic
terrorists, and encroachments being made on American citizens by its
own govemment. Jon was brave enough to stand up for what he believes
in, to show his support by standing with others with whom he and many
others are in agreement even though theirs may be the unpopular or
"politically incorrect" stance. I feel ashamed that I was not there standing
beside him, but I will proudly stand behind him. He is my brother, and
now my hero for doing what I could not and what many others can or will
not do though we all hear the call. If Jon Ritzheimer is guilty of anything, it
is uncommon valor which is a common virtue among all who have earned
the title of United States Marine. This country needs more men like him
who are unafraid to stand up for what they believe is right, to defend our
Constitution, and to protect the rights of those unable or unwilling to do
so themselves. Thank you for your time and consideration, and for Jon,
Semper Fidelis.
Sincerely,
Joel B. Cox

Former Sergeant of Marines at Alpha Company,4^ Tank Battalion
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Sir/Ma'am

I am writing on behalfofJon Ritzheimer. My name is Mauricio Diaz I have known Jon 2006.
We both served in the United States Marine Corps. We deployed in 2008 he was a good leader.
He also had Marines that he was in charge of and took care of their well-being. To this day he
still has Marines that follow his mentoring techniques and core values. I know Jon will do the
right thing. He has been under stressful situations before and he has always done the right thing.

He is a good person and Marine and all he wants is to spend time with his family. I hope that this
letter will be taken into consideration on my behalf.
Respectfully,
Mauricio Diaz

101-C
3:16cr00051

Case 3:16-cr-00051-BR

Document 302-1

Filed 03/13/16

Page 5 of 20

Katie Howard, Private Investigator
P.O. Box 23551 Eugene, OR 97402 Phone: 541-913-3090 khowardpi@hotmail.com

March 12, 2016
To: Terri Wood, Attorney at Law
RE: US v. Jon Ritzheimer
Witness Interview
Jonathon Morton

On March 9th, 2016, I called and spoke with Morton, who is a friend of Ritzheimer. I explained
to him who I was, what I was working on, and he was agreeable to speak with me. The following is in
essence what he had to say.
I first read a letter that Morton wrote on behalf of Ritzheimer. He confirmed he wrote the letter
and told me that he has known Ritzheimer as a neighbor for around one year. Morton said they began
communicating when the Ritzheimer’s first started receiving threats of violence because of his Muslim
protests. Morton said he and Ritzheimer’s relationship was between neighborly and friends, and they
were both veterans (Morton served in the Army between 2005 and 2010). Morton hasn’t personally
viewed Ritzheimer at any of his protests but thinks that his ideals can be misguided. He added that it is
just a difference of opinion and he respects Ritzheimer just the same and thinks he is an honest person.
He has observed Ritzheimer interact with his family and thinks he is just a normal father and husband.

End of Report
KH
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jonathon Morton

V

To the Honorable Magistrate Judge;

Ritzheimer Due to current
My name is Jonathon Morton. 1 am a neighbor

legal charges placed on John Ritzheimer, his fami V

^gke possession of his

john does not have the

firearms. All of his firearms are currently locked in my sa ■
combination or key to this safe. I will remain in possession o

has ended or until a court imposed storage solution for is ire ,
If the court deems my actions unsatisfactory, I will readily surren

firearms until his trial
been implemented.

^^^g^gjQpofthe
evidence to a

firearms to any police agency. If any of the firearms must be co ec

crime, I will surrender possession of the firearm(s)to any police ^S^ncy.

I must state my purpose plainly; since there is a possibility

granted

hi

parole and because he is not permitted to come into contact with any
pnsure
trial,! have taken possession of John's firearms as requested by his family. is i
that John complies with any legal obligations placed upon him by the court- 1 inten
comply with any court order regarding John Ritzhelmeris firearms.

Respectfully,

Jonathon Morton
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Katie Howard, Private Investigator
P.O. Box 23551 Eugene, OR 97402 Phone: 541-913-3090 khowardpi@hotmail.com

March 12, 2016
To: Terri Wood, Attorney at Law
RE: US v. Jon Ritzheimer
Witness Interview
Dr. Shaun Blake PT, DPT

On March 10th, 2016, I called and spoke with Blake, who is a friend of Ritzheimer. I explained
to him who I was, what I was working on, and he was agreeable to speak with me. The following is in
essence what he had to say.
I first read a letter that Blake wrote on behalf of Ritzheimer. He confirmed he wrote the letter and
told me that while he hasn’t seen Ritzheimer or his family in a long time, they maintain a good friendship
over Facebook. Blake told me that over the years he has known Ritzheimer to be an honest person and is
everything he detailed in the letter he wrote. He hasn’t seen any of Ritzheimer’s protests in person, but
knows Ritzheimer to be a passionate person, not a violent one.

End of Report
KH
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Dr. Shaun Blake PT, DPT

To whom in concerns:

My name is Dr. Shaun Blake. I have known Mr.Jon Ritzheimer longer than he will remember me. We
went to high school together. He was older than I but our lockers were next to eachother in gym class. I
looked up to him for many reasons,one of which was his patriotism and pride in country. I knew he was
going into the military and I admired him for doing that.

Jon has stood up for what he has known to be the righteous truth. He defends what he holds dear to
him. He is a family man. I have known his wife for nearly 18 years. The Ritzheimer's are a family
oriented people. He loves his daughters. His wife supports him in his endeavors. They love their
children. This man has been defending what he holds dear to his heart, attempting to leave the world
and this country better for his family.
I believe strongly he has no bad intensions; quite the opposite. He is not a threat to the community.

He is NOT a criminal nor is he a Terrorist

He IS a good man.

He IS a righteous man.
He IS honorable man.
He IS a leader.

He IS loyal.

He IS a soldier living his oath to the best of his ability.
He is a father, a husband, a son

Regards,

Dr. Shaun Blake PT, DPT
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Katie Howard, Private Investigator
P.O. Box 23551 Eugene, OR 97402 Phone: 541-913-3090 khowardpi@hotmail.com

March 12, 2016
To: Terri Wood, Attorney at Law
RE: US v. Jon Ritzheimer
Witness Interview
Pete Lance

On March 9th, 2016, I called and spoke with Lance, who is a friend of Ritzheimer. I explained to
him who I was, what I was working on, and he was agreeable to speak with me. The following is in
essence what he had to say.
I first read a letter that Lance wrote on behalf of Ritzheimer. He confirmed he wrote the letter
and told me that he thinks Ritzheimer is an honest, standup guy that has served our country. Their
families would have get-togethers several times a month and he can see that Ritzheimer loves his family
and country a lot. While he hasn’t personally viewed Ritzheimer at a protest, Lance said Ritzheimer is
passionate about our country and is about as all-American as they get.

End of Report
KH

101-F
3:16cr00051

Case 3:16-cr-00051-BR

Document 302-1

Filed 03/13/16

Page 10 of 20

To whom it may concern,

My name is Pete Lance I met Jon Ritzheimer and his family about
one year ago. My wife and I met him and his family at a local
community center where our grandchildren and their children

took swimming lessons together. Our family and the Ritzheimer
family over the last year have had cook outs at our home and
their home numerous times. We have attended multiple family
events together the zoo, parks, indoor playgrounds etc... I would
consider Jon a loyal and dedicated husband and father.

Pete Lance
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Who is Jon Ritzheimer?

Well, I'm pretty sure most people know Jon from his very passionate and
controversial videos. And not that you don't know who he is from them,
because he has been very open and revealing to his beliefs and love for
our country and his family, but there is much more to Jon. I should know.
I've literally known him my whole life and consider him my brother,
although he is my cousin. Jon and I grew up in the same house from the

4th grade till after We were out of high school with his mom, his sister, my
dad, and our grandfather. And before my dad and I moved in with them,
we were always together. So, I can confidently say, I know who Jon
Ritzheimer is. And first things first. I have brown skin and Mexican blood
running through my veins. Just wanted to throw that out there, so we can
throw the racist card out the window, that the ruthless and evil media

outlets have portrayed. Anyways, Anyone that grew up with Jon, knows
Jon has always bqen the small guy. And I say always because he still is.
Now, I only point this out because the small guy never goes out looking
for a fight. Why, Y6u might ask... Because everyone else is bigger than
you. But just because you're the small guy, doesn't mean you won't fight
back. That has always been Jon. The small guy that has never been
scared to fight back. That won't run. That won't hide. And he fought back
a lot. He was a little patriot back then, we just didn't know it yet. And as
soon as he could, he signed up to be a United States Marine. Now at this
time, we were both 18 years old and two absolutely different people, that
grew up in the sanpe house. I didn't graduate high school. Jon did. All I
wanted to do was party, drink, smoke, and chase girls. Jon didn't. Now,
that being said. Times have changed, and so have I. And I now see that
not only did Jon know what he wanted to be, he knew who he wanted to
be. And that's a very rare thing at 18 years old. Jon didn't need to sign up

into the military, he wanted to sign up. Because he wanted to fight back.
But this time not just for him, but for all Americans. While Jon was serving
for our country, he got married and had two beautiful daughters. Now, as

a father of two children also, I know how children change your whole
outlook on life. And when Jon became a father, I think he not only wanted
to fight for our country, but now he wanted to better our country. For his

daughter's futuresl For all American's futures. Some of Jon's beliefs might
be outrageous to certain people. But it's what he believes in. That

shouldn't be a crirhe. Some of the things Jon says might be offensive to
certain people. But he's just speaking his mind. That shouldn't be a crime.
Jon swore an oath to protect the constitution. And that should definitely
not be a crime. Jon, keep your head up high because you fought for not
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only what you believe in, but for what millions of people believe in. Jon, I
know I said you're the small guy. But I will always look up to you. Stay
strong.
Your brother.

Chase Daigle
*
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The Presiding Magistrate

Your Honor,

My name is Rachel Ritzheimer. I have been married to Jon Ritzheimer for eight

wonderful years I met him after his first deployment returning from Iraq.1
understand that Jon Ritzheimer has been charged with conspiracy to impede a
federal officer. Your Honor 1 humbly ask you to look into your heart and please
allow my husband to face his charges as a free man. My little girls need their daddy
and I need my husband back. I love Jon Ritzheimer. I am Positive he has honorable
intentions with all of his actions. 1 have witnessed him time after time keep
appointments with the FBI,or local Agencies wherever they saw fit for a meeting.
Honor and integrity are the basis of his character and I am positive he will not run.
Having Jon incarcerated will mean he won't be able to attend his appointments at

the VA and we will surely loose everything that we have built together as a family.
Thank you for taking the time to read my letter.
Respectfully,
Rachel Ritzheimer
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January 30,2016
In Regards to: Jon Eric Ritzheimer

To Whom It May Concern:
My.name is Linda Cameron and I am the mother of Jon Eric Ritzheimer, who is in

your court being charged with "Conspiracy to Impede a Federal Agent". I would like
to take this time to tell you about my son in the hopes that it will give you a better
understanding of who he is and how I believe he ended up here in your court.
Jon came from a broken home. His father, Eric Raith Ritzheimer,left our family

when Jon was 5 years old and his younger sister, Lisa Ritzheimer, was 3 years old.
Their father left and had no contact nor informed us of where he was. He was the

typical dead-beat Dad who paid no child support much less any emotional or loving
support. Jon did not meet his Dad until he was in his twenties and there was no
connection or respect from Jon. 1 did my best as a single mother and was able to

provide for them and keep them in their home and the same neighborhood and
schools. 1 felt it was very important for them to have that security. It's hard to be
both Mother and Father and he was not an easy child. He wasn't a bad child; he just
needed to be kept busy so he would not get into trouble. He had a hard time in
school and 1 suspected he had ADD since Pre-School, but since everyone was
jumping on that bandwagon at the time, his teachers just told me he was just a very
active little boy. It wasn't until Middle School, with him failing and the schools about
to put him on half days that 1 was able to finally get him diagnosed with ADD and get

him on medication. The difference was night and day and through a miracle he
graduated from high school. One of the things 1 accredited to him staying out of
trouble was keeping him in sports, which he excelled at. Every sport he did, he gave
his all and was the best. Every coach he had said he always gave 150%.1 will always
be grateful to all of his coaches that devoted their time and energy to mentoring him
and being the only father figure in his life.
After graduation Jon really didn't have any direction and worked odd jobs and
construction. He wasn't the party type and was always a leader, not a follower.
One day, out of the blue, he went and joined the Marines. 1 remember telling him
that he was about to get a dose of Daddy that he never had. It was hard on him. Jon
was always the "little guy" which 1 think is one of the reasons he tried that much
harder than most young men his age. But he made it through boot camp and set
about making the Marines his career. The routine and structure was good for him
and he excelled. He did his first tour of duty to Iraq in 2003 and saw and
experienced things that most people couldn't even fathom. He came back a man, no
longer a boy.
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After that he met his future wife, Rachel,and they married and began their life
together. Jon was and always has been a family man who took great pride in his
work ethics and in providing for his family. I believe his next tour of duty to Iraq
was in 2008. When he left the Marines he was a Staff Sergeant. Jon was not the same
fun-loving person he used to be. He was much more serious and was diagnosed
with PTSD and some other disabilities.

They decided to start a family and Jon went to college so he could better provide for

his family. They had 2 beautiful girls two years apart. Then bought their first home
and life was good. He loves his family more than anything. But then the housing
market crashed and they had to short-sell their condo. Again, Jon decided to go back
to school and this time he elected to go to MMI to learn motorcycle repair. The
school was in Phoenix and they decided it would be better for his wife and the two
girls to stay in San Diego with her family and he would move to Phoenix and go to
school. It was a year and a half long and again he excelled with perfect attendance
and straight A's in all subjects. He is very mechanically gifted. He fell in love with
Phoenix and decided to move his family out here because the cost of living was so
much better for him to provide for his family.
Jon got out of the Marines and started working for Harley Davidson. But even
though things were going well, his PTSD made him restless. Jon was never a mean
or violent person, but the Marines did teach him some things that were hard for him
to deal with. He had nightmares and his own demons. He started going to VA
counseling but didn't like the medications they put him on. Then our country started
experiencing a lot of hate crimes committed by Islamic Extremist, his enemy. I
believe something was triggered in him when two Muslims traveled from Phoenix to
Texas to kill someone there that was holding a "Draw Mohammad Cartoon Contest".
They didn't get to accomplish their mission because security guards at the event
gunned them down.The two men who tried to assassinate the organizer were from
a mosque right here in Phoenix. Jon is very passionate about his country and fellow
Americans. So he organized a "Freedom of Speech" rally to be held in front of the
mosque where these men worshiped. He knew that he could be harmed or
threatened so he called for people to exercised their 2"*^ amendment right for
protection only. He also contacted the local authorities and told them what he
intended to do. He did this because be truly believed that people needed to wake up
and see that if someone spoke out or criticized Islam, there were Radical Muslims
right here in our backyard that would go so far as to kill you for speaking out. The
event was peaceful and there were no problems other than a few shouts back and
forth. Unfortunately, the press got ahold of it and decided to label it an "Anti-Muslim
Rally". Again, more atrocities were happening with Americans being beheaded and
all sorts of horrible things done to people for nothing other than being an Infidel.
So, he organized another rally, this one he called "Rally for Humanity" to bring
attention to what these radicals were doing not only in their own country but
starting to happen right here in America. Now the press was labeling him as a racist
and an Anti-Muslim activist. With the advent of social media more and more people
seemed to be jumping on this train wreck. Soon after he was contacted by the FBI
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and told that he was on some kind of ISIS hit list and all of his personal info had been
posted on one of their websites. They said that ISIS was calling for him to be
beheaded. His credit cards were hacked and fake websites were set up in his name.
Throughout all ofthis he never threatened anyone except to say he would defend his
family. He had to get security monitoring all around his house and teach his wife
how to use a gun. He feared for his family's safety.
Soon things started to die down and life started to go back to normal. Until recently
he was contacted by someone who said a Marine was being jailed in Washington
state and they were organizing a rally to free him. Then a couple ofthem decided to
go there and attend. That is when Jon left home to go to Washington. Again, not to
commit violence, but to protest this Marine's incarceration. That's where things got
blurred. None of his family knows how he ended up in Oregon defending these
rancher's who were having troubles with the BLM and facing double jeopardy for
burning land that accidently went onto BLM land. Somehow these ranchers' were
being labeled as Domestic Terrorist and had to return to prison for 5 years. Jon did
not know these people or anything about this situation until he got to Washington
with the guys he drove up with. Jon left on Dec. 18* and headed up north with the
understanding he would be home by Christmas. Next thing we know he is at the
refuge and taking a stand against the BLM for overstepping their power. It became a
war on the Constitution and our Rights. Again, he never threatened anyone. In the
court documents he was accused of threatening a BLM employee at a grocery store
on Dec. 18* but he wasn't even in Oregon at that time and we have documents to
prove this. He was a lookout for the men organizing the whole thing. The guys at the

refuge came and went freely and started to gain media attention. They had
Constitutional Attorneys showing up and giving speeches to the towns' people about
the Constitution and our rights. He missed Christmas with his family and we all
pleaded with him to come to his senses and come home. This wasn't his fight!
Finally, on Sunday Jan. 17*,Jon did come to his senses and drove all night long to
come home to his family. He surprised us all Monday morning and we thanked God
he was home and safe. We truly believe that God had a hand in this because the very
next day, Tuesday Jan 19* is when the FBI made their move to end the refuge
occupation. That same day the FBI called Jon and informed him there was a warrant
out for his arrest. He said goodbye to his family again and turned himself in at the
local police station.
Jon has never been in trouble with the law. Even the rallies he organized were done
with him contacting the local authorities and letting them know exactly what and
where he was doing it. He served 11 yrs. honorably in the Marines and did two
tours to Iraq risking his life to defend his country. But mostly, he is a dedicated
family man. He doesn't drink or do drugs (other than what the VA recommended).
He has two small daughters(ages 3 and 5) who need their Daddy in their lives and a
wife who loves him and stands by him. They bought a house here and have made
Phoenix their home. Our families are close knit and we travel back and forth from

San Diego to be with them often. He has a motorcycle business that he started from

Case 3:16-cr-00051-BR

Document 302-1

Filed 03/13/16

Page 17 of 20

the ground up to support his family. Before this all happened he was going to
counseling at the VA and their family had joined a church called CCV.
Jon realizes his mistake in all of this and is remorseful for the pain and fear he has
put his family through. He is ready to face the charges against him and hopefully get
back to his life and family. We have family in Portland who has already said that
they can stay with them during the trial. Jon is not a flight risk and will uphold his
responsibility to go to Oregon for his trial and hopefully to clear his name.
If you have any further questions please feel free to call me at
Respectfully yours,

Linda Cameron

Mother of Jon Eric Ritzheimer

.
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Account: JonRitzheimer (#A111832)

brakes pius
Complete Auto Service
Jon Ritzheimer
Account #

Date: 12-18-2015

INV#1:2^1^$!:::

Ph#
Qty. Part Number

Description

Tech

Each

Core

Total

-None-

-1

COU-MLDISC

Manager Labor Discount

$ 40.00

$ 0.00

$ -40.00

1

lNS-052011

Oil Change Specs

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$0.00

$ -40.00

-None-: Subtotal

Inspection
1

INS-050001

Steering/Suspension Inspection

$0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

1

INS-051001

Brake Inspection

$ 0.00

$0.00

$ 0.00

1

INS-052001

Maintenance Inspection

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$0.00

Inspection: Subtotal

$ 0.00

Oil Change
1

FVP-R7502

OIL FILTER

$ 5.01

$ 0.00

$5.01

-1

COU-931EMT

Oil Change Coupon

$ 10.00

$ 0.00

$-10.00

LAB-05201

Lube, Oil & Filter

UNL-11538

5w30 Eco-Ultra Full Synthetic Oil (SN, GF-5)

6

14799

$ 5.00

-

-

$ 8.33

$ 0.00

$ 49.98

Oil Change: Subtotal

$ 49.99

Front Brake Service

1

CEN-105.14140

CERAMIC BRAKE PAD SET

$0.00
$ 109.00 $
0.00

$109.00

1

CEN-121.65119

Centric C-TEK Brake Rotor

$119.00 $0.00

$119.00

-1

COU-920ENT

Brake Coupon

$ 50.00

$-50-00

LAB-05101

Front Brake Service - Ultra-Premium

$
$0.00
0.00

$ 60.00

14799

Front Brake Service: Subtotal $ 238.00
NOTES : 5W-30
6.0

R75G2

■

Your Peoria Brakes Plus Owneiywianager: Mark Purcell @(623)

** Please visit htto://www.brakesDlus.com/warrantv.DhD
htto://wvwv.brakesDlus.com/v/arrantv.Dhp for

DEPARTMENT

SALE

Warranty And Satisfaction Policv **

Labor
Disposal Labor

$ -25.00
$ 2.00

Parts

$ 272.99

Vehicle Information Payments

Vehicle
venicie .■ 2013,FORD
dOHC,1TRUCK,F150 PICKUP,V6-3496
I•

n

License#:

jPIf!; I^ "_92
Jx o?
oALEo I

Miles: 56000

TOTAL

Page 1 of2

xj) 23.25
23.25

Purchase Order #

Payments
$ 287.16 - Credit Card (VISA MC)

$287.16
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Account: Jon Ritzheimer(#A111832)
TOTAL$ 287.16 PAID

Unit #;
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