THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION
PREAMBLE

Humbly invoking the blessings of Almighty God, the people of the

State of Texas, do ordain and establish this Constitution.

ARTICLE 1. BILL OF RIGHTS

That the general, great and essential principles of liberty and
free government may be recognized and established, we declare:

Sec. 1. FREEDOM AND SOVEREIGNTY OF STATE. Texas is a free and
independent State, subject only to the Constitution of the United
States, and the maintenance of our free institutions and the
perpetuity of the Union depend upon the preservation of the right of
local self-government, unimpaired to all the States.

Sec. 2. INHERENT POLITICAL POWER; REPUBLICAN FORM OF
GOVERNMENT. All political power is inherent in the people, and all
free governments are founded on their authority, and instituted for
their benefit. The faith of the people of Texas stands pledged to
the preservation of a republican form of government, and, subject to
this limitation only, they have at all times the inalienable right to
alter, reform or abolish their government in such manner as they may
think expedient.

Sec. 3. EQUAL RIGHTS. All free men, when they form a social
compact, have equal rights, and no man, or set of men, is entitled to
exclusive separate public emoluments, or privileges, but in
consideration of public services.

Sec. 3a. EQUALITY UNDER THE LAW. Equality under the law shall
not be denied or abridged because of sex, race, color, creed, or
national origin. This amendment is self-operative.

(Added Nov. 7, 1972.)
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(c) The legislature may enact laws to protect the right of the
public to access and use a public beach and to protect the public
beach easement from interference and encroachments.

(d) This section does not create a private right of
enforcement.

(Added Nov. 3, 2009.)

ARTICLE 2. THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT

Sec. 1. DIVISION OF POWERS; THREE SEPARATE DEPARTMENTS;
EXERCISE OF POWER PROPERLY ATTACHED TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS. The powers
of the Government of the State of Texas shall be divided into three
distinct departments, each of which shall be confided to a separate
body of magistracy, to wit: Those which are Legislative to one;
those which are Executive to another, and those which are Judicial to
another; and no person, or collection of persons, being of one of
these departments, shall exercise any power properly attached to
either of the others, except in the instances herein expressly
permitted.

ARTICLE 3. LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT
Sec. 1. SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. The Legislative
power of this State shall be vested in a Senate and House of
Representatives, which together shall be styled "The Legislature of
the State of Texas."

Sec. 2. MEMBERSHIP OF SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. The
Senate shall consist of thirty-one members. The House of
Representatives shall consist of 150 members.

(Amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (TEMPORARY TRANSITION PROVISIONS for Sec. 2:
See Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 3. ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE OF SENATORS. The Senators
shall be chosen by the qualified voters for the term of four years;
but a new Senate shall be chosen after every apportionment, and the
Senators elected after each apportionment shall be divided by lot
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Board so certifies to the Legislative Budget Board or its successor
designated by law.

(Added Nov. 4, 1997.)

Sec. 49-k. TEXAS MOBILITY FUND. (a) In this section:

(1) "Commission" means the Texas Transportation Commission
or its successor.

(2) "Comptroller" means the comptroller of public accounts
of the State of Texas.

(3) "Department" means the Texas Department of
Transportation or its successor.

(4) "Fund" means the Texas Mobility Fund.

(5) "Obligations" means bonds, notes, and other public

securities.

(b) The Texas Mobility Fund is created in the state treasury
and shall be administered by the commission as a revolving fund to
provide a method of financing the construction, reconstruction,
acquisition, and expansion of state highways, including costs of any
necessary design and costs of acquisition of rights-of-way, as
determined by the commission in accordance with standards and
procedures established by law.

(c) Money in the fund may also be used to provide participation
by the state in the payment of a portion of the costs of constructing
and providing publicly owned toll roads and other public
transportation projects in accordance with the procedures, standards,
and limitations established by law.

(d) The commission may issue and sell obligations of the state
and enter into related credit agreements that are payable from and
secured by a pledge of and a lien on all or part of the money on
deposit in the fund in an aggregate principal amount that can be
repaid when due from money on deposit in the fund, as that aggregate
amount is projected by the comptroller in accordance with procedures
established by law. The proceeds of the obligations must be
deposited in the fund and used for one or more specific purposes
authorized by law, including:

(1) refunding obligations and related credit agreements
authorized by this section;
(2) creating reserves for payment of the obligations and
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related credit agreements;

(3) paying the costs of issuance; and

(4) paying interest on the obligations and related credit
agreements for a period not longer than the maximum period
established by law.

(e) The legislature by law may dedicate to the fund one or more
specific sources or portions, or a specific amount, of the revenue,
including taxes, and other money of the state that are not otherwise
dedicated by this constitution. The legislature may not dedicate
money from the collection of motor vehicle registration fees and
taxes on motor fuels and lubricants dedicated by Section 7-a, Article
VIII, of this constitution, but it may dedicate money received from
other sources that are allocated to the same costs as those dedicated
taxes and fees.

(f) Money dedicated as provided by this section is appropriated
when received by the state, shall be deposited in the fund, and may
be used as provided by this section and law enacted under this
section without further appropriation. While money in the fund is
pledged to the payment of any outstanding obligations or related
credit agreements, the dedication of a specific source or portion of
revenue, taxes, or other money made as provided by this section may
not be reduced, rescinded, or repealed unless:

(1) the legislature by law dedicates a substitute or
different source that is projected by the comptroller to be of a
value equal to or greater than the source or amount being reduced,
rescinded, or repealed and authorizes the commission to implement the
authority granted by Subsection (g) of this section; and

(2) the commission implements the authority granted by the
legislature pursuant to Subsection (g) of this section.

(g) In addition to the dedication of specified sources or
amounts of revenue, taxes, or money as provided by Subsection (e) of
this section, the legislature may by law authorize the commission to
guarantee the payment of any obligations and credit agreements issued
and executed by the commission under the authority of this section by
pledging the full faith and credit of the state to that payment if
dedicated revenue is insufficient for that purpose. If that
authority is granted and is implemented by the commission, while any
of the bonds, notes, other obligations, or credit agreements are
outstanding and unpaid, and for any fiscal year during which the
dedicated revenue, taxes, and money are insufficient to make all
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payments when due, there is appropriated, and there shall be
deposited in the fund, out of the first money coming into the state
treasury in each fiscal year that is not otherwise appropriated by
this constitution, an amount that is sufficient to pay the principal
of the obligations and agreements and the interest on the obligations
and agreements that become due during that fiscal year, minus any
amount in the fund that is available for that payment in accordance
with applicable law.

(h) Proceedings authorizing obligations and related credit
agreements to be issued and executed under the authority of this
section shall be submitted to the attorney general for approval as to
their legality. If the attorney general finds that they will be
issued in accordance with this section and applicable law, the
attorney general shall approve them, and, after payment by the
purchasers of the obligations in accordance with the terms of sale
and after execution and delivery of the related credit agreements,
the obligations and related credit agreements are incontestable for
any cause.

(i) Obligations and credit agreements issued or executed under
the authority of this section may not be included in the computation
required by Section 49-j, Article III, of this constitution, except
that if money has been dedicated to the fund without specification of
its source or the authority granted by Subsection (g) of this section
has been implemented, the obligations and credit agreements shall be
included to the extent the comptroller projects that general funds of
the state, if any, will be required to pay amounts due on or on
account of the obligations and credit agreements.

(j) The collection and deposit of the amounts required by this
section, applicable law, and contract to be applied to the payment of
obligations and credit agreements issued, executed, and secured under
the authority of this section may be enforced by mandamus against the
commission, the department, and the comptroller in a district court
of Travis County, and the sovereign immunity of the state is waived
for that purpose.

(Added Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 49-1. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO COUNTIES FOR ROADWAY
PROJECTS TO SERVE BORDER COLONIAS. (a) To fund financial assistance
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