THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION
PREAMBLE
Humbly invoking the blessings of Almighty God, the people of the
State of Texas, do ordain and establish this Constitution.

ARTICLE 1. BILL OF RIGHTS
That the general, great and essential principles of liberty and
free government may be recognized and established, we declare:
Sec. 1. FREEDOM AND SOVEREIGNTY OF STATE. Texas is a free and
independent State, subject only to the Constitution of the United
States, and the maintenance of our free institutions and the
perpetuity of the Union depend upon the preservation of the right of
local self-government, unimpaired to all the States.

Sec. 2. INHERENT POLITICAL POWER; REPUBLICAN FORM OF
GOVERNMENT. All political power is inherent in the people, and all
free governments are founded on their authority, and instituted for
their benefit. The faith of the people of Texas stands pledged to
the preservation of a republican form of government, and, subject to
this limitation only, they have at all times the inalienable right to
alter, reform or abolish their government in such manner as they may
think expedient.

Sec. 3. EQUAL RIGHTS. All free men, when they form a social
compact, have equal rights, and no man, or set of men, is entitled to
exclusive separate public emoluments, or privileges, but in
consideration of public services.

Sec. 3a. EQUALITY UNDER THE LAW. Equality under the law shall
not be denied or abridged because of sex, race, color, creed, or
national origin. This amendment is self-operative.
(Added Nov. 7, 1972.)
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(2)

the term of office of the officer who is temporarily

replaced.
(h) In this section, "armed forces of the United States" means
the United States Army, the United States Navy, the United States Air
Force, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Coast Guard,
any reserve or auxiliary component of any of those services, or the
National Guard.
(Added Sept. 13, 2003.)

Sec. 73. VETERANS HOSPITALS. The state may contribute money,
property, and other resources for the establishment, maintenance, and
operation of veterans hospitals in this state.
(Added Nov. 3, 2009.)

ARTICLE 17. MODE OF AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION OF THIS STATE
Sec. 1. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS; PUBLICATION; SUBMISSION TO VOTERS;
ADOPTION. (a) The Legislature, at any regular session, or at any
special session when the matter is included within the purposes for
which the session is convened, may propose amendments revising the
Constitution, to be voted upon by the qualified voters for statewide
offices and propositions, as defined in the Constitution and statutes
of this State. The date of the elections shall be specified by the
Legislature. The proposal for submission must be approved by a vote
of two-thirds of all the members elected to each House, entered by
yeas and nays on the journals.
(b) A brief explanatory statement of the nature of a proposed
amendment, together with the date of the election and the wording of
the proposition as it is to appear on the ballot, shall be published
twice in each newspaper in the State which meets requirements set by
the Legislature for the publication of official notices of offices
and departments of the state government. The explanatory statement
shall be prepared by the Secretary of State and shall be approved by
the Attorney General. The Secretary of State shall send a full and
complete copy of the proposed amendment or amendments to each county
clerk who shall post the same in a public place in the courthouse at
least 30 days prior to the election on said amendment. The first
notice shall be published not more than 60 days nor less than 50 days
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before the date of the election, and the second notice shall be
published on the same day in the succeeding week. The Legislature
shall fix the standards for the rate of charge for the publication,
which may not be higher than the newspaper's published national rate
for advertising per column inch.
(c) The election shall be held in accordance with procedures
prescribed by the Legislature, and the returning officer in each
county shall make returns to the Secretary of State of the number of
legal votes cast at the election for and against each amendment. If
it appears from the returns that a majority of the votes cast have
been cast in favor of an amendment, it shall become a part of this
Constitution, and proclamation thereof shall be made by the Governor.

(Amended Nov. 7, 1972, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (TEMPORARY TRANSITION
PROVISIONS for Sec. 1: See Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 2.

(Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.)

(TEMPORARY TRANSITION PROVISIONS for Sec. 2: See Appendix, Note 1.)

APPENDIX.

Notes on Temporary Provisions for Adopted Amendments

A temporary provision may be included in a joint
resolution to amend the Texas Constitution for a variety of
reasons. A temporary provision can provide that the
proposed constitutional amendment have a limited duration,
but this is an exceedingly rare occurrence. The more
common uses of temporary provisions are as saving
provisions or transition provisions. A temporary saving
provision "saves" from the application of a new or amended
constitutional provision certain conduct or legal
relationships that occurred before or existed on the
effective date of the constitutional amendment. A
temporary transition provision provides for the orderly
implementation of the constitutional amendment. The most
common type of temporary transition provision is one that
provides an effective date for a constitutional amendment
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