TRANSPORTATION CODE
TITLE 7. VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC
SUBTITLE A. CERTIFICATES OF TITLE AND REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES

CHAPTER 502. REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 502.001. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter:
(1) "All-terrain vehicle" means a motor vehicle that
is:
(A) equipped with a saddle for the use of:
(1) the rider; and
(ii) a passenger, if the motor vehicle 1is
designed by the manufacturer to transport a passenger;
(B) designed to propel itself with three or more
tires in contact with the ground;
(C) designed by the manufacturer for off-highway
use; and
(D) not designed by the manufacturer primarily
for farming or lawn care.

(2) "Apportioned license plate" means a license plate
issued in lieu of a truck license plate or combination license plate
to a motor carrier in this state who proportionally registers a
vehicle owned or leased by the carrier in one or more other states.

(3) "Board" means the board of the Texas Department of
Motor Vehicles.

(4) "Combination license plate" means a license plate
issued for a truck or truck-tractor that is used or intended to be
used in combination with a semitrailer that has a gross weight of
more than 6,000 pounds.

(5) "Combined gross weight" means the empty weight of
the truck-tractor or commercial motor vehicle combined with the
empty weight of the heaviest semitrailer used or to be used in
combination with the truck-tractor or commercial motor vehicle plus
the heaviest net load to be carried on the combination during the
registration year.

(6) "Commercial fleet" means a group of at least 25
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department or the county assessor-collector for its expenses for
providing services under the contract, or another county department
for expenses related to services under the contract.

(g) 1In this section:

(1) a fine, fee, or tax is considered past due if it is
unpaid 90 or more days after the date it is due; and

(2) registration of a motor vehicle includes renewal
of the registration of the vehicle.

(h) This section does not apply to the registration of a
motor vehicle under Section 501.0234, unless the vehicle is titled
and registered in the name of a person who holds a general
distinguishing number.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 192, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 97, Sec. 1, eff. May 17, 1999.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1094, Sec. 1, eff. September

1, 2011.
Transferred, redesignated and amended from Transportation Code,
Section 502.185 by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1296, Sec. 76,

eff. January 1, 2012.

SUBCHAPTER B. REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 502.040. REGISTRATION REQUIRED; GENERAL RULE.
(a) Not more than 30 days after purchasing a vehicle or becoming a
resident of this state, the owner of a motor vehicle, trailer, or
semitrailer shall apply for the registration of the vehicle for:
(1) each registration year in which the wvehicle is
used or to be used on a public highway; and
(2) 1if the vehicle is unregistered for a registration
year that has begun and that applies to the vehicle and if the
vehicle is used or to be used on a public highway, the remaining
portion of that registration year.
(b) The application must be accompanied by personal
identification as determined by department rule and made in a
manner prescribed by the department:

(1) through the county assessor-collector of the
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county in which the owner resides; or

(2) 1if the county in which the owner resides has been
declared by the governor as a disaster area, through the county
assessor-collector of a county that is one of the closest
unaffected counties to a county that asks for assistance and:

(A) continues to be declared by the governor as a
disaster area because the county has been rendered inoperable by
the disaster; and

(B) is inoperable for a protracted period of
time.

(c) A provision of this chapter that conflicts with this
section prevails over this section to the extent of the conflict.

(d) A county assessor-collector, a deputy county
assessor-collector, or a person acting on behalf of a county
assessor-collector is not liable to any person for:

(1) refusing to register a motor vehicle because of
the person's failure to submit evidence of residency that complies
with the department's rules; or

(2) registering a motor vehicle under this section.
Transferred, redesignated and amended from Transportation Code,
Section 502.002 by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1296, Sec. 78,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 502.041. INITIAL REGISTRATION. (a) Notwithstanding
Section 502.040, the owner of a vehicle may concurrently apply for a
title and for registration through the county assessor-collector of

the county in which:

(1) the owner resides; or
(2) the vehicle is purchased or encumbered.
(b) The first time an owner applies for registration of a

vehicle, the owner may demonstrate compliance with Section
502.046(a) as to the wvehicle by showing proof of financial
responsibility in any manner specified in Section 502.046(c) as to:
(1) any vehicle of the owner; or
(2) any vehicle used as part of the consideration for
the purchase of the vehicle the owner applies to register.

Transferred, redesignated and amended from Transportation Code,
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