
TRANSPORTATION CODE

TITLE 7. VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC

SUBTITLE A. CERTIFICATES OF TITLE AND REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES

CHAPTER 502. REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 502.001.AADEFINITIONS.AAIn this chapter:

(1)AA"All-terrain vehicle" means a motor vehicle that

is:

(A)AAequipped with a seat or seats for the use of:

(i)AAthe rider; and

(ii)AAa passenger, if the motor vehicle is

designed by the manufacturer to transport a passenger;

(B)AAdesigned to propel itself with three or more

tires in contact with the ground;

(C)AAdesigned by the manufacturer for off-highway

use;

(D)AAnot designed by the manufacturer primarily

for farming or lawn care; and

(E)AAnot more than 50 inches wide.

(2)AA"Apportioned license plate" means a license plate

issued in lieu of a truck license plate or combination license plate

to a motor carrier in this state who proportionally registers a

vehicle owned or leased by the carrier in one or more other states.

(3)AA"Board" means the board of the Texas Department of

Motor Vehicles.

(4)AA"Combination license plate" means a license plate

issued for a truck or truck-tractor that is used or intended to be

used in combination with a semitrailer that has a gross weight of

more than 6,000 pounds.

(5)AA"Combined gross weight" means the empty weight of

the truck-tractor or commercial motor vehicle combined with the

empty weight of the heaviest semitrailer used or to be used in

combination with the truck-tractor or commercial motor vehicle plus

the heaviest net load to be carried on the combination during the

registration year.
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Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 491 (S.B. 1792), Sec. 2,

eff. June 14, 2013.

SUBCHAPTER B. REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 502.040.AAREGISTRATION REQUIRED; GENERAL RULE.

(a)AANot more than 30 days after purchasing a vehicle or becoming a

resident of this state, the owner of a motor vehicle, trailer, or

semitrailer shall apply for the registration of the vehicle for:

(1)AAeach registration year in which the vehicle is

used or to be used on a public highway; and

(2)AAif the vehicle is unregistered for a registration

year that has begun and that applies to the vehicle and if the

vehicle is used or to be used on a public highway, the remaining

portion of that registration year.

(b)AAThe application must be accompanied by personal

identification as determined by department rule and made in a

manner prescribed by the department:

(1)AAthrough the county assessor-collector of the

county in which the owner resides;

(2)AAif the county in which the owner resides has been

declared by the governor as a disaster area, through the county

assessor-collector of a county that is one of the closest

unaffected counties to a county that asks for assistance and:

(A)AAcontinues to be declared by the governor as a

disaster area because the county has been rendered inoperable by

the disaster; and

(B)AAis inoperable for a protracted period of

time; or

(3)AAif the county assessor-collector ’s office in which

the owner resides is closed for a protracted period of time as

defined by the department, to the county assessor-collector of a

county that borders the county in which the owner resides who agrees

to accept the application.

(c)AAA provision of this chapter that conflicts with this

section prevails over this section to the extent of the conflict.

(d)AAA county assessor-collector, a deputy county
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Transferred, redesignated and amended from Transportation Code,

Section 502.153 by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1296 (H.B. 2357),

Sec. 84, eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 502.047.AAREGISTRATION-BASED ENFORCEMENT OF MOTOR

VEHICLE INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS. (a)AAExcept as provided by

Chapter 548, the department and the Department of Public Safety

shall ensure compliance with the motor vehicle inspection

requirements under Chapter 548, including compliance with the motor

vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance program under

Subchapter F of that chapter, through a vehicle registration-based

enforcement system.

(b)AAA motor vehicle may not be registered if the department

receives from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality or the

Department of Public Safety notification that the registered owner

of the vehicle has not complied with Chapter 548.

(c)AAA motor vehicle may not be registered if the vehicle was

denied registration under Subsection (b) unless verification is

received that the registered vehicle owner is in compliance with

Chapter 548.

(d)AAThe department and the Department of Public Safety shall

enter into an agreement regarding the timely submission by the

Department of Public Safety of inspection compliance information to

the department.

(d-1)AAThe department, the Texas Commission on Environmental

Quality, and the Department of Public Safety shall enter an

agreement regarding the responsibilities for costs associated with

implementing this section.

(e)AAA county tax assessor-collector is not liable to any

person for refusing to register a motor vehicle because of the

person’s failure to provide verification of the person ’s compliance

with Chapter 548.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1069, Sec. 3, eff. June 19, 1997.

Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1075, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

Transferred, redesignated and amended from Transportation Code,

Section 502.009 by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1296 (H.B. 2357),
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Sec. 85, eff. January 1, 2012.

Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1291 (H.B. 2305), Sec. 12,

eff. March 1, 2015.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 752 (H.B. 1888), Sec. 1, eff.

January 1, 2016.

Sec. 502.048.AAREFUSAL TO REGISTER UNSAFE VEHICLE.AA The

department may refuse to register a motor vehicle and may cancel,

suspend, or revoke a registration if the department determines that

a motor vehicle is unsafe, improperly equipped, or otherwise unfit

to be operated on a public highway.

Transferred, redesignated and amended from Transportation Code,

Section 502.005 by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1296 (H.B. 2357),

Sec. 86, eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 502.055.AADETERMINATION OF WEIGHT AND SEATING CAPACITY.

(a) The weight, net weight, or gross weight of a vehicle, as

determined by the department, is the correct weight for

registration purposes, regardless of any other purported weight of

the vehicle.

(b)AAThe department may require an applicant for

registration under this chapter to provide the department with

evidence of:

(1)AAthe manufacturer’s rated carrying capacity for the

vehicle; or

(2)AA the gross vehicle weight rating.

(c)AAFor the purposes of this section, the seating capacity

of a bus is:

(1)AAthe manufacturer’s rated seating capacity,

excluding the operator ’s seat; or

(2)AAif the manufacturer has not rated the vehicle for

seating capacity, a number computed by allowing one passenger for

each 16 inches of seating on the bus, excluding the operator ’s seat.

(d)AAFor registration purposes:

(1)AAthe weight of a passenger car is the shipping

weight of the car plus 100 pounds; and
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