
TRANSPORTATION CODE

TITLE 7. VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC

SUBTITLE C. RULES OF THE ROAD

CHAPTER 548. COMPULSORY INSPECTION OF VEHICLES

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.A548.001.AADEFINITIONS. In this chapter:

(1)AA"Commercial motor vehicle" means a self-propelled

or towed vehicle, other than a farm vehicle with a gross weight,

registered weight, or gross weight rating of less than 48,000

pounds, that is used on a public highway to transport passengers or

cargo if:

(A)AAthe vehicle, including a school activity bus

as defined in Section 541.201, or combination of vehicles has a

gross weight, registered weight, or gross weight rating of more

than 26,000 pounds;

(B)AAthe vehicle, including a school activity bus

as defined in Section 541.201, is designed or used to transport more

than 15 passengers, including the driver; or

(C)AAthe vehicle is used to transport hazardous

materials in a quantity requiring placarding by a regulation issued

under the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. Section

5101 et seq.).

(2)AA"Commission" means the Public Safety Commission.

(3)AA"Conservation commission" means the Texas

Commission on Environmental Quality.

(4)AA"Department" means the Department of Public

Safety.

(5)AA"Farm vehicle" has the meaning assigned by the

federal motor carrier safety regulations.

(6)AA"Federal motor carrier safety regulation" has the

meaning assigned by Section 644.001.

(7)AA"Inspection station" means a facility certified to

conduct inspections of vehicles under this chapter.

(8)AA"Inspector" means an individual certified to

conduct inspections of vehicles under this chapter.
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must pay a fee of $1,500 for certification until August 31 of the

odd-numbered year after the date of appointment.AATo be certified

after August 31 of that year, the applicant must pay a fee of $100

for certification for each subsequent two-year period.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1202 (S.B. 197), Sec. 4, eff.

September 1, 2011.

Sec. 548.508.AADISPOSITION OF FEES.AAExcept as provided by

Sections 382.0622 and 382.202, Health and Safety Code, and Section

548.5055, each fee remitted to the comptroller under this

subchapter shall be deposited to the credit of the Texas mobility

fund.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1325, Sec. 11.07, eff. Sept. 1,

2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 91 (S.B. 1303), Sec. 24.013,

eff. September 1, 2011.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1291 (H.B. 2305), Sec. 41,

eff. March 1, 2015.

Sec. 548.509.AACOLLECTION OF FEE DURING REGISTRATION.AAThe

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles or a county assessor-collector

that registers a motor vehicle that is subject to an inspection fee

under this chapter shall collect at the time of registration of the

motor vehicle the portion of the inspection fee that is required to

be remitted to the state.AAThe Texas Department of Motor Vehicles

or the county assessor-collector shall remit the fee to the

comptroller.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1291 (H.B. 2305), Sec. 42,

eff. March 1, 2015.

SUBCHAPTER I. VIOLATIONS AND OFFENSES

Sec.A548.601.AAOFFENSE GENERALLY. (a)AAA person, including

an inspector or an inspection station, commits an offense if the
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an administrative or civil penalty or criminal prosecution under

this subchapter for an act of an employee of the inspection station

if the inspection station requires the employee to sign a written

agreement to abide by the provisions of:

(1)AAthis chapter;

(2)AAChapter 382, Health and Safety Code; and

(3)AAall rules adopted under those chapters.

(b)AAAn inspection station is subject to prosecution under

this subchapter for an act of an employee of the inspection station

if the inspection station:

(1)AAhas received written notification from the

department or another agency that the employee has committed an

offense under this chapter; and

(2)AAcontinues to allow the employee to perform

inspections under this chapter.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1202 (S.B. 197), Sec. 6,

eff. September 1, 2011.

Sec.A548.604.AAPENALTY FOR CERTAIN VIOLATIONS. (a) A person

commits an offense if the person operates or moves a motor vehicle,

trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer, or mobile home, or a

combination of those vehicles, that is:

(1)AAequipped in violation of this chapter or a rule

adopted under this chapter; or

(2)AAin a mechanical condition that endangers a person,

including the operator or an occupant, or property.

(b)AAAn offense under this section is a misdemeanor

punishable by a fine not to exceed $200.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 548.605.AAOPERATING A VEHICLE WITHOUT COMPLYING WITH

INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS AS CERTIFIED; OFFENSE; DISMISSAL OF

CHARGE. (a)AAIn this section, "working day" means any day other

than a Saturday, a Sunday, or a holiday on which county offices are

closed.

(b)AAA person commits an offense if:

(1)AAthe person operates in this state a vehicle for
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which a certification was provided under Section 548.256(b); and

(2)AAthe vehicle is not in compliance with the

applicable inspection requirements under this chapter, Chapter

382, Health and Safety Code, or the department ’s administrative

rules regarding inspection requirements.

(c)AAA peace officer may require the owner or operator to

produce a vehicle inspection report issued for the vehicle ifAAthe

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles’ registration database includes

a notation for law enforcement to verify the inspection status of

the vehicle.

(d)AAIt is a defense to prosecution under Subsection (b) that

a passing vehicle inspection report issued for the vehicle is in

effect at the time of the offense.

(e)AAA court shall:

(1)AAdismiss a charge under this section if the

defendant remedies the defect:

(A)AAnot later than the 20th working day after the

date of the citation or before the defendant’s first court

appearance date, whichever is later; and

(B)AAnot later than the 40th working day after the

applicable deadline provided by this chapter, Chapter 382, Health

and Safety Code, or the department ’s administrative rules regarding

inspection requirements; and

(2)AAassess an administrative fee not to exceed $20

when the charge has been remedied under Subdivision (1).

(f)AAAn offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.

Added by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 752 (H.B. 1888), Sec. 41,

eff. January 1, 2016.
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